
by KATHRYN KERBER

The City of Bay Village has begun 
work on a master plan for 
Cahoon Memorial Park. The 

plan will focus on lakefront access and 
connecting the lakefront to the rest of 

the park.
In 2019, the city was awarded a 

Coastal Management Assistance Grant 
by the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources to conduct a public access 
study of Bay Point and adjacent shore-
line and walking path areas, as well as 

circulation with and connectivity to the 
rest of Cahoon Park. The grant will cover 
50% of the cost of the access study and a 
geotechnical study of Bay Point and the 
bluff along the shore.

This study will build on the results 
of two studies completed in 2017:  the 
Bay Village Master Plan and the Cahoon 
Park Area Connectivity Study conducted 
by the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coor-
dinating Agency (NOACA). The current 
study will be used to create a master 
plan to enhance public lakefront access, 

increase recreational enjoyment of Lake 
Erie and Cahoon Park, beautify the lake-
front setting, and protect and manage 
existing natural habitat.

Last month, City Council approved 
a proposal from SmithGroup to lead the 
study. SmithGroup has extensive experi-
ence in Northeast Ohio with this kind of 
project; they created the master plan for 
Bradstreet’s Landing in Rocky River and 
have done much of the design work for 
the Euclid waterfront projects.

by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

In this age of COVID-19 many events have 
been cancelled. The Westlake Kiwanis 
has already cancelled their spring pan-

cake breakfast but are determined to have 
Memorial Day services.

As a result they will be having a vir-
tual Memorial Day parade and services on 
cable channels AT&T U-Verse channel 99, 
Spectrum channel 20 and WOW channel 21. 
They will also be running it on their website, 
k03498.site.kiwanis.org, and the city’s web-
site, www.cityofwestlake.org.

The virtual celebration 
will feature a video of the 
parade and services from 
2014, including a reading of 
the names of all the fallen ser-
vice members from Westlake. 
Kiwanis President Ray Budoi 
has taped a brief introduction 
to the video, paying tribute to 
all of those on today’s “front 
lines” battling the coronavirus. A print-
able program is available by accessing this 
article on the Observer website at wbvob-
server.com.

The parade and services will be run on a 
continual loop from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. So 
turn on your TVs or computers and honor 
our veterans. Invite your friends and family 
and have a watch party. 
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Removing their masks for a quick photo, the Keating and Tirpak families plant a bed in honor of their father and grandfather- 
Stephen G. Tirpak who passed away on March 12, 2020. Theirs is among the 224 planting boxes lining the Hilliard Boulevard 
median as part of the Westlake in Bloom community beautification program.

Virus fails to 
stop Bay High 
music concerts
by KAREN DERBY

While Bay High auditori-
um won’t be filled with 
audiences of family 

and friends for this week’s spring 
concerts due to the COVID-19 
virus, Bay High vocalists and 
instrumentalists will perform as 
groups virtually, making music 
together in a historical, new way.

Choral Director Devon Gess 
said that Bay High Choraleers will 
begin their performance on Tues-
day, May 19, at 7 p.m. with music 
that was individually pre-record-
ed and then merged together via 
the magic of video editing.

They will present “When I 
Think About Angels” and “Light 
of a Clear Blue Morning.” Interns 
Cami Drenkhan and Eddie Papp, 
working this year with Mrs. Gess, 
will perform “You Matter To Me.” 
Choral award recipients will be 
announced, and seniors will be 
recognized.

The songs “Shenandoah” 
and “The Lord Bless You and Keep 
You” will conclude the program.

“Both students and alumni 
will sing from home as if together 
with me directing,” said Mrs. 
Gess. “We will pretend we are all 
together on the Bay High School 
stage.”

The Bay High Orchestra will 
hold its concert Wednesday, May 
20, 7 p.m.

“The students and I will be 
in our homes dressed in our full 
concert attire with our instru-
ments and baton,” said Bay High 
Orchestra Director Carrie Singler. 

 See BAY HIGH MUSIC page 2

Westlake Kiwanis will hold virtual 
Memorial Day parade and services

Bay Village launches Cahoon 
Memorial Park study, master plan

 See CAHOON PARK page 2

Westlake in Bloom brings families out for planting day
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Norm Resko and Bruce Zrykowski lead a previous 
Westlake Memorial Day Parade.
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“The students and I have been making recordings of 
our concert music, recording part by part, and mixing 
the audio into an orchestra rendering of the music we 
have been working on.”

She said that for the concert, when they stream 
those recordings, she will lead the students in playing 
their parts live at home along with the recordings.

“In living rooms across Bay Village, the students 
will be playing together, though apart,” she said. 
“The recording will allow us to hear what it would 
actually sound like if we were together.” Orchestra 
awards will also be announced.

Both concerts can be watched on the Bay 
Athletics YouTube Channel, bit.ly/bayhighorch. 
A collection of virtual Bay High student music 
will be available on the school district website at 
bayvillageschools.com. 

BAY HIGH MUSIC           
from front page    

The project Steering Com-
mittee, comprised of public- and 
private-sector community mem-
bers, held a kickoff meeting for 
the project on May 13. 

On May 19 and 20, small 
group input sessions will be held 
with representatives of local and 
regional organizations.

Community input is the key 
to this project. There will be at 
least three public input sessions 
for members of the public to 
discuss their ideas for lakefront 
access and park connectivity. 

Given current public health 
concerns, the format of these 

meetings hasn’t yet been final-
ized. The meetings will likely 
include a combination of in-
person and online interaction to 
encourage participation while 
meeting health guidelines.

If you are interested in par-
ticipating in the public input 
sessions, sign up for the May-
or’s e-newsletter through the 
city website or follow City of 
Bay Village on Facebook. Meet-
ing information will be shared 
there and on the community 
sign boards.

The project is expected to 
be complete in the fall. Com-
ments and questions about the 
project can be directed to me at 
kkerber@cityofbayvillage.com 
or 440-899-3412. 

CAHOON PARK 
from front page    

by KAY LAUGHLIN

Five events that had a great influence on the growth of the 
Village of Bay.

1. Infrastructure improvements, 1905-1913. These improve-
ments greatly changed daily life and made life easier for the 
families in the village. We had a new health warden and two new 
special policemen to help our marshal. In the spring of 1909, 
discussion centered on having water piped into the village. In 
1913, the village has electricity; street lights are making their 
appearance. Telephone poles are going up along Lake Road.

2. The Cahoon Family Will, 1917-1919. At the beginning of the 
year 1917, there were three Cahoon sisters still living. Lydia, 83, 
passed away in March, Laura became ill in June, and Ida died in 
November. With the death of Ida, the 115-acre Cahoon homestead 
property, now Cahoon Memorial Park, became the property of 
the citizens of the Village of Bay under the family will. This will 
was written by the family in 1884 when Joel Cahoon was old and 
very ill. Their attorney, Walter Wright (the grandson of Joel’s sister, 
Rebecca), structured the content of the will. Due to Ida being the 
last sibling to pass away, the will was forever remembered as Ida 
Cahoon’s Will. The will in its entirety can be found in the book, “Bay 
Village A Way Of Life,” in the Government and Civic section. With 
the implementation of the will in 1919, life in the village improved. 
The south acreage was sold to the Board of Education and Parkview 
School was built on the property overlooking the new Memorial 
Park. The summer cottages in the park became rentals. In 1921, 

the farmhouse became Dover 
By The Bay Library housing the 
Pope and Cahoon books. Mrs. 
Pope and Mrs. Paul, dear friends  
of the Cahoon sisters, living on 
the corner of Wolf and Cahoon 
roads, were asked to became the 
first librarians. School children 
left the front door of Parkview 
School and walked north down 
the sidewalk to the library. The 
new green space began to be 
used. Ball diamonds, a skating 
pond and a ski and sledding 

hills would appear as the years went by. 
Life began to revolve around activities 
planned in the park.
3.  Bay Presbyterian Church, 1917. 
The church was founded out of a 

Sunday School being offered by the Methodist Church to give 
their parishioners a church service closer to their homes east 
of Columbia Road. This 
Sunday School was taken 
over by the Presbyte-
rian Ministry in 1917. Now 
there were two churches in 
the village. It seemed like 
the children at Forestview 
were Presbyterians and the 
children at Parkview and 
eventually Glenview were 
Methodists.
4. Parkview School, 1922. 
New, two-story Parkview 
School made us broad. 
Housing grades 
1 through 12, it 
opened its doors 
with students in 
grades from 1 to 9. 
Our students no 
longer needed to 
travel to the west 
side of Cleveland 
for the upper grades. The first graduating class was in 1927. This 
school served us well until it was torn down in 2003.
5. Widening Lake Road, 1926. There had been talk for some 
years about widening Lake Road. As it was it was a narrow, slag 
and oil, two-lane road. In Rocky River, a new strip shopping center 
and three-lane Lake Road was being developed at Kensington 
Road. Right over the border in Avon Lake the road was three lanes 
and Kekic’s gas station on the south side of Lake Road sat just as 
you entered the town. Mayor Saddler and Council watched the 
progress and wondered if the Village of Bay wanted the same 
thing along our Lake Road. At the time, Lake Road was bordered 
by trees on both sides. A Sunday drive meant a beautiful drive 
under a canapé of mature trees. Mayor Saddler decided the vil-
lage would enjoy our trees for as long as they lived. It was decided 
there would be no strip shopping centers, or gas stations or other 
business allowed on Lake Road. (The Wischmeyer Hotel was 
affected the most.) 

A Bay Village timeline, part 3
SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE HISTORY

Looking south across the mill pond east of the Cahoon 
homestead house shows new telephone poles and 
electric lines making an appearance.

Lydia, Laura and Ida 
Cahoon, the last siblings 
of the Joel Cahoon family.

Bay Presbyterian Church 
began in the old East 
School House.

This picture shows Lake Road as it passed into Avon 
Lake past Eagle Cliff. Roads were mostly slag and oil at 
the time.
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by ROBERT ROZBORIL

While many of us are support-
ing local restaurants by taking 
advantage of their curbside 

pickup services, the Westlake Food 
Pantry has flipped the script and is using 
the curbside pickup concept to benefit 
locals in need.

The Senior and Community Ser-
vices Department’s new Friday Curbside 
Pickup program, supported by a $1,000 
grant from the Community West Foun-
dation, offers residents facing economic 
struggles related to the coronavirus pan-
demic a new, safe and discreet avenue 
to utilize the city’s Food Pantry. Friends 
and family members of residents who 
are struggling but unable to pickup food 
items themselves also are encouraged to 
register to use the program.

It’s a concept that has gained trac-
tion in other parts of the country and 
the Community Services staff in West-
lake hopes it can become the norm in 
Northeast Ohio. Similar events have 
been organized in the area but not nec-
essarily with plans to run long-term. 
In Westlake, the Community Services 
Department intends to continue to 
keep the program going as long as the 
demand is there.

Residents can register through 
an online portal hosted on the city’s 

website. There they can utilize a “privacy 
option” if they do not wish to share their 
name or contact information. By pro-
viding that option, staffers hope to reach 

those concerned about being identified, 
especially those unaccustomed to seek-
ing out help.

Westlake residents can register 
online for a specific timeslot every 
Friday through the end of May (and 
possibly beyond) during which they 
can drive up and select from various 
donated perishable and non-perishable 
food items.

Food is being made available 
every Friday and there are currently 
no qualifications other than residency 
in Westlake. The amount of food the 
department can provide each recipient 
is determined by their family size – signs 
are posted with amounts.

To comply with CDC recommenda-
tions and state guidelines, participants 
must follow the department’s social dis-
tancing instructions and wear a mask 
when picking up food. Gloves will be 

provided. Also, those making a pickup 
should bring only themselves and one 
other person.

The pickup location is Westlake 
Senior and Community Services Center, 
29694 Center Ridge Road (corner of 
Crocker and Center Ridge roads). Resi-
dents currently are able to register for 
pickup dates on Fridays, May 22 and 29, 
at: www.cityofwestlake.org/Activities. 

See what’s going on in the Bay Chapter 
of the League of Women Voters 
Zoom meeting, Tuesday, June 2, 7:00 pm  
Contact:  bayvillagelwv@gmail.com

DEFEND 
DEMOCRACY.
REGISTER 
TO VOTE!

Helping Westlake and Helping Westlake and 
Bay Village purchase Bay Village purchase 
and refinance homes and refinance homes 

for over 20 years.for over 20 years.

Contact Chris Hartzell
Chartzell@unioncapmtgs.com

216-288-3215

Westlake Food Pantry flips 
script on curbside pickup

Community Services employees pre-packed bags of food for residents 
who registered to take part in the first day of the department’s Friday 
Curbside Pickup program on May 15.

WESTLAKE SENIOR & COMMUNITY SERVICES

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

The Westlake Department for 
Senior and Community Services 
is working tirelessly to offer vir-

tual programs to keep residents con-
nected and active while also continuing 
to provide vital social services to those 
in need.

These difficult times present 
unprecedented challenges in doing both 
but our residents can help by making 
small donations to support these pro-
gramming efforts.

All donations help the department 
provide food and other resources for 
those in need or to sponsor instructors 
so that they can continue to provide 
enrichment activities for seniors which 
serve to promote mental/emotional 
well-being. These activities are divided 
into three categories – Lifelong Learn-
ing, The Arts, and Health and Wellness.

For more information on how to 
make a donation and how contributed 
funds will be allocated, visit: www.cityof-
westlake.org/783/Make-a-Donation.

Donations also may be made by 
check and sent directly to the Senior 
and Community Services Department 
at 29694 Center Ridge Road, Westlake, 
OH 44145. 

Donations sought 
for Senior and 
Community Services 
programs
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by JENNIFER HARTZELL

The 2020 Bay Village Spring Water-
ways Cleanup took place along 
Cahoon Creek on Saturday, May 

16. This event is sponsored annually by 
the Bay Village Green Team, Bay High 
School’s Project Earth Club, The Village 
Foundation, and the City of Bay Village. 
This year, in the midst of the coronavirus 
pandemic, the cleanup looked a little dif-
ferent but still provided the same results.

A total of 22 volunteers of all ages 
met near the top of the sledding hill along 
Cahoon Creek between 10 and 10:30 a.m. 
Groups of less than 10 were sent out to 
pick up trash along the creek to Lake Erie. 
Volunteers provided their own gloves and 
were strongly encouraged to use face 
masks and bring their own bags. Large 
garbage bags were provided to anyone 

who didn’t bring one. A limited number 
of trash grabbers were available to use too.

Due to storms the day before, Cahoon 
Creek was much deeper and rougher 
than normal. Unfortunately this means 
a lot of trash that had been on the sides 
of the creek was swept out to Lake Erie 
before the cleanup, however volunteers 
were still able to collect over 70 pounds! 
A large percentage of the waste found is 
plastic, which does not weigh much, so 70 
pounds is impressive. 

It was a beautiful morning for the 
cleanup as the sun burned the dense fog 
away. It was also nice to have an event on 
the calendar that didn’t get canceled and 
it was even better to talk to friends and 
community members while safely socially 
distancing with masks on. I know for my 
family our typical May Saturdays are jam-
packed with sporting events. It was nice 

that all five 
of us could 

attend this together and know we were 
doing something that helps our city and 
Lake Erie stay beautiful.

As always, the goal of my columns 
is to provide you, the reader, with simple 
changes you can make in your lives to 
live more sustainably. I hope that I am, 
for the most part, successful in that. A 
creek cleanup is a perfect way to make a 
difference while simultaneously gaining 
a sense of community and feeling good 
about what you’ve just done.

I have also written multiple times 
about how, if you are unable to attend 
an organized waterway cleanup such as 
this, the simple act of picking up litter off 
of your street when you see it IS perform-
ing a waterway/beach cleanup because 
you are directly preventing waste from 
entering Lake Erie through storm drains. 
Please, by all means keep this up.

However, while all of this is impor-
tant and each of our individual actions 
absolutely add up to an enormous col-
lective effort, our efforts are still not going 
to solve the problem of plastic and waste 
entering the Lake without policy change. 
The amount of plastic being produced 
and distributed daily is too enormous a 
problem for us to think that by simply 

picking up trash we’re making anything 
more than a tiny dent.

A recent study done at Rochester 
Institute of Technology in Rochester, NY, 
estimates that there are 381 tons of plas-
tic in Lake Erie, which is more than 50 
times greater than previously estimated. 
This study was done using 3D modeling 
to examine the types of plastic in the lake 
and took into account the different types 
of plastic that either float in the water or 
sink to the bottom. Previous estimates 
had only examined water samples taken 
from the surface which didn’t account for 
the six types of polymers that sink to the 
bottom.

I’m sure you’re thinking right now 
“Oh my, that is terrible! What can I pos-
sibly do about that gigantic problem as 
just one person?!” Well, it turns out there 
is something you can do, and it is not dif-
ficult. You can write emails and call local, 
state, and even national level legislators 
with your concerns. Take photos of the 
trash you find in your neighborhoods 
and in waterways and send those too. 
The more our local officials hear from 
us, the more seriously and thoughtfully 
they may take this problem and may be 
motivated to do something about it. 

THE GREEN REPORT

Bay residents clear debris 
from Cahoon Creek

Volunteers pick up trash from the bank of Cahoon Creek 
on May 16. The annual citywide waterways cleanup was 
limited due to the coronavirus. Additional monthly creek 
cleanups are scheduled through the summer. Visit the 
Bay Village Green Team page on Facebook for details.
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Carrying bags full of collected debris, volunteers climb out of the Cahoon Creek valley.
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by NANCY BROWN

In August of 2019, the Bay 
Village Police Department 
responded to an unse-

cured and abandoned home to 
encounter two very dehydrated 
and starving dogs. One of the 
dogs resembled a greyhound 
but it was in fact a young, male 
Bullmastiff. It stood in a secured 
cage, filled with urine and fecal 
matter. The other dog, a male 
Husky, was roaming inside the 
house, also filled with dog waste 
and debris. Neither one had 
access to food or water. A utility 
worker had arrived to discon-
nect utilities and when he saw 
the dogs, notified the police. A 
hero for the dogs!

Officers immediately  

removed the neglected dogs 
from the environment and 
placed them in the Bay Village 
kennel. The animal control 
officer transported the dogs 
to Avon Lake Animal Clinic. It 
was determined they were both 
young, un-neutered males and 
malnourished. Vaccine history 
was unknown.

Several trips to the clinic 
and overnight vet care would 
occur throughout the multiple 
month process. The dogs were 
slowly hydrated, under the 
supervision of veterinarians 
from Avon Lake Animal Clinic. 
Special diets, including home-
made bland diets, were prepared 
and delivered by the Friends of 
the Bay Village Kennel. They also 
paid a mobile pet groomer to 

bathe both dogs since they were 
not current on vaccines. Medi-
cation, toys, treats and bedding 
were also routinely provided.

The Bay Village police offi-
cers visited four times a day, 
seven days a week in conjunc-
tion with Bay’s part-time animal 
control officer to feed, medicate, 

clean and enter-
tain the dogs, now 
known as Apollo 
and Baker, for a 
total of 96 days. 
The officers on 
all shifts super-
vised their safety 
and the process 
in order for the 
dogs to safely gain 
weight and con-
tinue their ongo-
ing medical care.

The Bay Vil-
lage kennel is not 
set up for long-
term engage-
ments. At times, 
it was crowded 
when other strays 
were brought 

in. Due to certain legal issues 
and the charges being brought 
against the owner of Apollo and 
Baker they needed to be housed 
at the Bay Village kennel.

Approximately 60 days into 
the process a family from Parma 
presented very detailed docu-
ments stating that the dog known 

as Baker had at one time been in 
their possession. This family was 
allowed regular visitation with 
Baker until he was released to 
them after 73 days in the kennel.

The previous owner was 
charged with two counts of 
animal cruelty under Goddard’s 
Law, Ohio Revised Code 959.131.

The kennel fund was 
drained from the expenses. “Bow 
Wow Bingo,” a fundraiser spon-
sored by The Bay Village Women’s 
Club Foundation and emceed by 
FOX 8 personality Beth McLeod, 
has been postponed due to 
the COVID-19 virus. It will be 
rescheduled at a future date.

In the interim, if you 
would like to donate to sup-
port rebuilding the city kennel 
fund, please make a monetary 
donation payable to The City of 
Bay Village and earmark it for 
budget line 284/kennel fund, 
attention Renee Mahoney, 
Finance Director. Donations 
may be mailed to 350 Dover 
Center Road or dropped off in 
the sewer payment box outside 
City Hall. 

Bay Village ‘Bow Wow Bingo’ 
kennel fundraiser postponed 
Long-term care provided to two abandoned 
dogs drained kennel’s budget

POSTPONED



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                    WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 19 MAY 2020 5

by JANE BLACKIE

The Bay Village Chapter of the 
League of Women Voters is pleased 
to announce the Bay High School 

recipients of the 2020 Good Citizen 
Scholar Awards: Ellie LaMotte and John 
Kilbane. These students will be awarded 
$1,000 each for their college expenses 
and were selected by the Bay High staff 
to whom we are grateful.

This year marks the 100th anniversary 
of women suffrage, the 100th anniversary 
of the League of Women Voters, and the 

73rd anniversary of the Bay Village Chapter. 
As a grassroots organization with nation-
wide influence, the League firmly believes 
that each of us can make a difference by 
demonstrating character, scholarship 
and leadership.  Our scholarship winners 
embody that sentiment.

This memorial scholarship honors two 
eminent Bay League members: Maxine M. 
McQuate, a champion of student involve-

ment in government, 
and George Serb, 
community historian 
and peerless citizen 
activist.

Ellie LaMotte will 
be attending Hope 
College in Holland, 
Michigan, next fall on a 
pre-occupational ther-
apy track. At Bay High, 
she has been involved 
in cross country, track, 
National Honor Soci-

ety, SADD, Key Club, PAL, coaching Girls on 
the Run, and the Student of the Year fund-
raiser team. Ellie has also worked with the 
youth group at Bay Presbyterian Church. 

John Kilbane will pursue a double 
major in business entrepreneurship and 
architecture at Miami University, Ohio. 
He has been very involved with the Youth 
Philanthropic Foundation and served as 
president this past year. He has also been 

on the junior leadership board of the Vil-
lage Project and played hockey.  He hopes 
to someday own an architecture and real 
estate development company.

Congratulations to both of our schol-
arship winners! 

We need your help
Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding mission – to strengthen our 

community by informing and engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added challenge at a time when 

emotional connection and togetherness matter so much.
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share stories and share laughs.
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The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.
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by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.
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Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
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Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.

PH
O

TO
S 

BY
 D

EN
N

Y
 W

EN
D

EL
L

Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

The Westlake High School 
Technology & Engineer-
ing (T & E) Department 

was selected for the state’s best 
project during the Ohio Tech-
nology & Engineering Educators 

Association (OTEEA) state con-
ference school exhibits competi-
tion, held April 6 in the Buckeye 
Building of the Ohio Expo Center 
in Columbus. The event was held 
in conjunction with the growing 
MakerX festival.

Students of the Westlake High 

School T & E Department garnered 
two state champion titles for their 
Best of Show awards in two dif-
ferent technology categories, and 
added the prestigious Zupancic 
award as well as a Best of Show 
runner-up award. 
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The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

 » See TECHNOLOGY page 2

Ethan Simon, Connor Reis, Robert Fulop and Austin Loosli won a state title for their “Multi-Unit 
Townhouse” model home design at the OTEEA competition in Columbus.

WHS students win state champion 
titles for technology projects

 » See GIRL SCOUTS page 14

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Years ago, Jim, age 50, had 
back surgery. Two lumbar 
vertebrae fused, screws 

placed. Two weeks ago, severe back 
pain shot down his left knee, knocked 
him to the floor, curled him into a 
fetal position.

He’s been to the ER five times. 
Doctors think it’s his hip, groin or 
back. He’s frustrated. Last night, for 
his pain, he bought a jar of CBD 
(cannabidiol) cream from his mas-
seuse. “This stuff’s flying off the 
shelf,” she told him.
What’s CBD oil?

Marijuana plants 
contain hundreds of 
chemicals. The two 
big stars: CBD and 
THC (tetrahydrocan-
nabinol). CBD does not produce a “high,” unlike THC.

CBD oil: Truth and hope 
about a cannabis product

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

CBD oil is available online 
and at many retail locations.

by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake resident 
Deb Myers 
received the 

2019 Myrna Chelko Vol-
unteer Award from West-
lake Porter Public Library 
at a volunteer recognition 
event on March 31.

A Reception Desk 
volunteer since 2002, 
Myers is one of the first 
“faces of the library” that 
visitors see when entering 
the building. Because of 
her longevity as a volun-
teer, Myers is known for 
her knowledge about the library and her resulting 
ability to assist patrons. She also volunteers for the 
Friends of Porter Public Library’s annual Big Book Sale 

as well as at the Ice 
Cream Social. She 
has given close to 
2,500 hours of ser-
vice to the library.

Myrna Chelko 
was a long-time 
library volunteer 
who was known 
for her dedication 
to the library and 
her hard work. She 
helped found the 
Friends of Porter 
Public Library 
and her many 
volunteer services 
include being an 

officer of that group and a library board member. 
Myrna exemplified the volunteer spirit, which is why 
the award was created in her name. 

Myers receives Porter Library volunteer award

 » See CBD page 4

Porter Library Board President Elizabeth Sheehe 
(center) and Library Director Andrew Mangels (right) 
honored volunteer Deb Myers (left) with the library's 
annual Myrna Chelko Volunteer Award at a recent 
volunteer recognition event. 
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A makeshift dam diverts the Sperry Creek into pipes 
under Queenswood Drive as the bridge above is 

demolished. Since this April 9 photo, the old bridge 
structure in Bay Village has been completely removed.
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Queenswood Drive        
bridge replacement
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 » See RELAY page 6

by ERIC EAKIN

The Bay Days fireworks fun-
draising team has added 
a second raffle prize: four 

tickets to the Wednesday, Aug. 
13, Cleveland Indians game and 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to throw out the ceremonial 
first pitch.

Anyone who has already purchased a raffle 
ticket for the suite for 16 persons at the Friday, Aug. 22, Indians game 
offered by the group is automatically eligible to win this additional prize.

The Aug. 22 Indians package includes a suite for 16 persons with food 
and soft drinks, four parking passes and the opportunity for four persons 
to view the fireworks display from the visitors’ dugout.

The Aug. 13 Indians prize includes four seats to a game versus the 
Arizona Diamondbacks and the ceremonial first pitch. The first 10,000 
persons to that game also receive a pair of aviator sunglasses, courtesy 
of SportstimeOhio.

The winning tickets will be drawn at Bay Days on the Fourth of July.
Tickets for either prize are $25 each or five for $100. All proceeds help 

to fund the Bay Days fireworks display, which is now privately funded.
Call 216-386-5997 or email ericjeakin@gmail.com to purchase tickets 

or for more information, or fill out the form on page 16 of this issue. 

First-pitch prize added 
to Bay fireworks raffle

CEREMONIAL 
FIRST PITCH
CEREMONIAL 

FIRST PITCH

Event organizer Amy Brediger, in blue, walks a lap at Westlake High during Relay for Life on 
May 31 with, from left, Jackie Ferguson, cancer survivor Missy Johnson, and Maureen Rote.

by PIXIE EMERSON

BAYarts will be 
marking the 
60 anniversa-

ry of the Sam Shep-
pard trial this year 
with a gallery exhibit 
and related events 
beginning Aug. 8.

T h e  h o u s e 
where Dr. Shep-
pard was arrested is 
BAYarts’ own Fuller 
House, which was 
located in what is 
now Cashelmara at 
the time of his arrest. 
A celebrity in its own 
right, the 122-year-
old Fuller House became international 
news 30 years later when it was moved 
to its current location on BAYarts 
campus via a barge on Lake Erie.

BAYarts will host an informal gath-
ering on Aug. 13 on the Fuller House 
porch to piece together your personal 
memories of the people and the events. 
The gallery exhibit: “A Strange Holiday: 
An Aesthetic Examination of the Sam 
Sheppard Case” will open Friday, Aug. 
8, 7-9 p.m. and run through Sept. 27 in 
the Sullivan Family Gallery.

Got a story or tip? Send it to       
fullerhousestories@bayarts.net. 

Tell BAYarts your Sam Sheppard 
or Fuller House story

In 1984, the Fuller House was floated by 
barge to its new location on the BAYarts 
campus. Dr. Sheppard was arrested July 30, 
1954, on the front porch of this, his parent’s 
home, and charged with the murder of his 
wife, Marilyn.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

When Dennis Sullivan’s seventh-grad-
ers at Lee Burneson Middle School 
learned that they had won the Leu-

kemia & Lymphoma Society’s Pasta for Pennies 
contest at the school, they made a startling 
request.

The students asked that the Olive Garden 
lunch they had won for their classroom be 
donated to the Ronald McDonald House, a 
home-away-from home for families of children 
being treated at Cleveland-area hospitals. Lunch 
was delivered to those families on May 29.

“Many families on our team are currently 
personally affected by cancer,” said Sullivan, 
seventh-grade social studies teacher and 

middle school athletic director. “The most 
incredible act was to donate the motivational 
lunch back to the hospital. I am extremely 
proud of all the kids in my homeroom.”

The Pasta for Pennies program encourages 
students to collect spare change over a three-
week period. Lee Burneson Middle School 
donated a collective $3,844.55 – the ninth high-
est amount raised out of 466 Northeast Ohio 
schools that participated in the fundraiser. Sul-
livan’s class collected $504.04.

“I can’t begin to express how incredibly 
grateful the parents and staff were to receive 
a wonderful meal,” said Kerri Peterson-Davis, 
campaign manager for school and youth pro-
grams at the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society-
Northern Ohio Chapter. “Please express to 
your students that not only are they making 
a difference in the lives 
of those fighting blood 
cancer, but also the 
lives of people who 
are currently spending 
hours in a hospital as 

LBMS class 
donates prize 
back to charity

by AMY BREDIGER

Well we did it – and we couldn’t have had 
nicer weather or better people to sup-
port our cause! The Westshore Relay is 

over but I am still smiling from the overwhelming 
love that was felt by all. 

Our event was a great success, coming in 
almost $10,000 over our original goal and still 
going. We have team fundraisers scheduled over 
the summer and a few donations that will not 

be released until July.  I consider this a huge 
achievement and sincerely appreciate everyone 
who helped make it happen.

I found myself crying as I announced the 
amount of money raised, $36,000 so far, to the 
crowd Sunday morning. I know how much work 
we all put into this event and it was heartwarm-
ing to have it pay off. I took on this Relay three 
years ago when it was down and out, and now 
we are breathing new life into it together. 

A wedding photo of Marilyn 
and Sam Sheppard.
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United in fight against cancer
Relay for Life surpasses fundraising goal

by EILEEN VERNON

In celebration of its 20th year, The Bay 
Village Foundation voted last month to 
approve two major projects. Trustees 

voted to make an anniversary gift to the 
families of Bay Village by refurbishing and 
adding new features to the Play in Bay play-
ground in Cahoon Memorial Park.

Twenty years ago, Bay Village City 
Council set up a private fund to help two 

groups of volunteers that were raising 
funds for the Play in Bay playground and 
for the expansion of the Bay Way Cabin. 
Council President T. Richard Martin sug-
gested that a separate fund be set up to act 
as a private account to hold the incoming 
funds during the drives. The new fund was 
called The Future of Bay.

Both groups succeeded in their goals 
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Bay Village Foundation plans 
anniversary gift to residents

The Bay Village Foundation will add new features, replace worn materials 
and enhance the safety of the Play in Bay playground as a gift to residents in 
celebration of the group’s 20th anniversary.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   

Our community’s favorite newspaper, 
written by the residents of Westlake & Bay Village./wbvobserver

 » See PLAY IN BAY page 2

The Westlake Fire Department received 
two awards at the July 2 Westlake City 
Council meeting.

The first, presented by the American 
Heart Association, was the organization’s Mis-
sion Lifeline Silver Award, which recognized 
the Westlake Fire Department’s high standard 
of cardiac care and transport of patients suf-
fering from a STEMI, a severe heart attack 
that requires urgent treatment to prevent 
death. Of the 1,400 agencies in the state that 
provide emergency services, only 51 received 
the award.

The second award was a recognition from 
St. John Medical Center for excellent care of 
cardiovascular patients for the year 2014. 
 

Pictured left to right: Alexander Kuhn (American Heart Association), Chief James Hughes, firefighter Nick Dangel, 
firefighter Paul Carroll,  firefighter Tyler Kelly, Asst. Chief Mike Freeman, firefighter Eric Szytec, Capt. Russ Hetman, 
firefighter John Kish, firefighter Glen Netkowicz, Lt. Doug Vasi, Linda Owen (St. John Medical Center, manager of 
cardiovascular services) and Bill Young (St. John Medical Center CEO).

Westlake firefighters 
honored with two awards
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by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

The opportunity for artists 
to display their work in the 
Community of Fine Arts 

Show for the month of August pro-
vides exposure of their work for sale 
and a possibility of prize money. But 
registration for the 2015 COFA, a 
juried art show, which the Westlake-
Westshore Arts Council founded 16 
years ago, has a July 13 deadline for art 
work submission.

The W-WAC accepts works for 
the COFA from amateur/semi-profes-
sionals, 18 years or older, and in five 
categories: Oil/Acrylic; Watercolor; 
Drawing/Pen & Ink; Charcoal/Pastel; 
and Photography.

The 16th edition of COFA will take 
place August 3 through 29 at Westlake 

Porter Public Library, which has gra-
ciously hosted the event for the past 
several years. 

Details of how works are submitted 
for possible entry, fees, prizes and other 
pertinent information are outlined on 
the entry form, which is available online 
at w-wac.org. For more information 
contact Robert Pearl at 440-554-7522 or 
email at robrtpearl@aol.com. 

Rewarding invitation for artists

Polly Barrett’s watercolor, “A Wild Ride,” 
was exhibited in the 2014 COFA.

by CONDA BOYD

The Bay Village City Hall micro-
phone project moved another 
step closer to completion at City 

Council’s June 29 meeting, when Claire 
Banasiak, chair of LWV-Greater Cleve-
land’s Bay Village chapter, presented a 
check for $10,000 to Council President 
Paul Koomar. The total cost of the proj-
ect, which is expected to be completed 
by early fall, is estimated at $16,000.

High-quality microphones will be 
purchased for Council chambers and 
for the conference room where com-
mittee meetings are held. 

As noted in the LWV’s presenta-
tion letter, by accepting the gift, the 
City agrees to install and maintain the 
system and to “record all open meet-
ings and make recordings available to 
the public at no charge through the 
city web site for both listening and 
download.”

Since May 18, Council has been 
posting its meeting recordings to the 
web. However, the sound quality is 
poor. Superior pickups will produce 
clearer recordings – and speakers 
installed in Council chambers will 

Loud and clear 
from city hall

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

 » See MICROPHONES page 2

by KAREN DERBY

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(EPA) has awarded 

Bay High School the Energy 
Star Building label, 
recognizing the 
school as one of the 
most energy effi-
cient K-12 school 
facilities in the 
United States.

Bay High earned a 
score of 96 on the 100-
point scale, far exceeding 
the required score of 75 in 
the rigorous examination of 
energy efficiency.

“You are not just saving 
energy and money with your 
investments in efficiency,” 
said Ted Bedell of Gardiner, 
the district’s partner in iden-
tifying and implementing 
energy conservation strate-
gies. “You are reducing your 
carbon footprint to the ben-
efit of our environment.”

by NELSON BLOUNT

“Let my heart be broken 
with the things that 
break the heart of 

God.” These words by Bob 
Pierce, who in 1970 was presi-
dent of Youth for Christ, were 
written after visiting children 
suffering in Korea. His mission 

for this organization was “to 
meet emergency needs in crisis 
areas through existing evan-
gelical mission agencies and 
national churches.” Since 1993 
the leadership of Samaritan’s 
Purse (Franklin Graham) have 
delivered more than 124 million 
gift-filled shoeboxes. There are 
500,000 volunteers worldwide.

Today, some 46 years later, 
Operation Christmas Child con-
tinues to make a difference in 
the lives of children through-
out the world. This year six 
unreached groups of people will 
be the recipients of shoeboxes 
filled with toys and other items 
for the first time along with 
shoeboxes being delivered to 
over 100 countries. There are so 
many millions of children in our 
world who have never received 
a gift of any kind, much less a 
shoebox filled with gifts.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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CELEBRATING 8 YEARS OF CITIZEN JOURNALISM

Bay Village 
cracks down on 
dogs at large
by DENNIS DRISCOLL

To establish an effective remedy to address a serious 
initial dog attack as occurred this past summer, 
the Bay Village City Council revised ordinance 

section 505.01 regarding animals running at large. While 
the revised ordinance has the same running-at-large pro-
hibitions as the prior ordinance, the revised ordinance 
has escalating penalties which provides Bay Village with 
broad authority to deter a future dog attack.

The running-at-large restrictions prohibit the owner 
of a dog, cat or other animal from allowing the animal to 
remain upon any public street or on any city park except 
under the reasonable control of a responsible person. 
The ordinance further requires that, while on private 
property, the animal be contained on the private prop-
erty and not allowed to cross outside the property line.

Under the revised ordinance, upon an owner’s 
first violation of this ordinance, the owner is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor and can be fined up to $150.

 » See DOGS page 2

Westlake church launches 
Operation Christmas Child

 » See CHILD page 2

Getting a scary makeover

Make-up artist Katie Lane transforms Arabella into a vampire 
as she teaches Halloween face-painting tricks to teens during 
a workshop at the Bay Village branch library on Oct. 12.

WHS senior 
selected as best  
jazz drummer

Westlake High School 
senior Jeremy McCabe 

was selected to perform in the 
All-State Jazz Band at the Ohio 
Music Educators Conference in 
Cleveland the week of Feb. 1-4, 
2017. Jeremy submitted his audi-
tion this spring and was selected 
as the only drummer in the band. 
Students from all over Ohio sub-
mitted audition recordings for 
this prestigious honor. 

Bay High saving energy, 
dollars and environment

 » See ENERGY page 4

The Fall Fairy and a juggler at Westlake’s Fall Festival & Pumpkin Hunt entertain a long line of families 
waiting to select from over 400 pumpkins at the pumpkin patch. More than 1,000 people attended the 
event featuring free hayrides, balloon artists and treats. See more: wbvobserver.com/photoblogs.
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Fall
Festival
Fun

by CAITLYN HARTZELL, 
ADDISON MEAUX, ABBIE 
DENT and PHOEBE 
SUTHERLAND

This is the first in a series of 
three articles from members 
of Explorer Club 360 on the 
health of Porter 
Creek, a stream 
that flows through 
Westlake and Bay 
Village, exiting at 
Huntington Beach 
into Lake Erie.

Our concern 
regarding 
the creek 

came from a study 
conducted by the 
Cuyahoga County 
Health Depart-
ment as reported 
in their June 30, 

2014, “A Holistic Watershed 
Approach to Health at Hun-
tington Beach.”

In summary the report 
stated that E. coli from Porter 
Creek was responsible for 
closing the beach for 10-20 
percent of the swimming 

season. Our assignment was 
to do a visual assessment of 
the creek, observing the pres-
ence of physical debris, foam, 
wildlife, bank erosion and the 
water characteristics such as 
flow, turbidity and clarity. 

by TARA WENDELL

Westlake Mayor Dennis 
Clough gave his 33rd 
annual State of the 

City address to members of 
the business community at the 
March 13 West Shore Chamber 
of Commerce luncheon. The 
annual presentation highlights 
the work of the city’s depart-
ments over the previous year, 
offers a snapshot of the city’s 
finances and provides a look at 
upcoming projects.

Westlake’s healthy budget 
and strong, diverse tax base allow 
the city to provide a high level of 
service and many community 
improvements. Business incen-
tives entice large companies to 
locate and remain in Westlake.

“We do pride ourselves on 
the relationship we have devel-
oped with the business commu-
nity,” Clough said. “To tell you 
that the city of Westlake contin-
ues to grow is often an under-
statement.”

Thir ty-s ix  businesses 
opened, expanded or relocated 

within Westlake during 2017, 
totaling more than 156,000 
square feet of retail space and 
65,000 square feet of industrial 
space. Commercial and residen-
tial construction combined gen-
erated a total investment in the 
city of more than $100 million 
over the last year.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by March 30
at wbvobserver.com

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver
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Westlake Rain & Garden 
Show will explore ways 
to protect watershed

 » See GARDEN SHOW page 2

 » See EXPLORER page 2

Mayor Clough addresses 
the state of Westlake

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough 
speaks to members of the West 
Shore Chamber on March 13.
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by MICHAELA KEKEDY

“Protecting Our Future” 
is this year’s theme for 
the City of Westlake’s 

Rain and Garden Show, which will 
be held at Crocker Park’s Market 
Square on Saturday, March 24, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event is free 
and open to the public.

“The use of sustainable prac-
tices and conservation throughout 
our watershed helps protect our 
future,” said Robert Kelly, director 
of the Westlake Engineering Depart-
ment. “We bring local vendors and 
organizations together at this fami-
ly-friendly event, appealing to both 
adults and children to make it easier 
to learn how to help keep our local 
waterways clean and sustainable.”

The city of Westlake’s storm 
drainage watershed consists of 
seven major streams and creeks that 
eventually discharge to Lake Erie: 
Cahoon, Porter, Schwartz, Sperry, 
Wilhelmy, Wischmeyer and Wolf. 
These creeks have about 150 miles 
of storm sewers that collect rain 
from developed areas like parking 
lots, roadways and buildings.

“Lake Erie is our sole source 
of drinking water and a vital rec-
reational and economic resource 
for the region,” said Wesley Davis, 
civil engineer for the city’s Engi-
neering Department. “People can 
take simple steps to help minimize 
debris, fertilizers, chemicals and 
other contaminants from entering 
the watershed.”

Explorer Club 360: Visual 
assessment of Porter Creek

Bay Village middle schoolers Caitlyn, Abbie, Addison and Phoebe 
study a Porter Creek watershed map.

Hundreds of Bay High School students participated in the National School Walkout on 
March 14, observing 17 minutes of silent reflection in remembrance of the lives lost in the 
Parkland, Florida, school shooting, and to show their support for other schools that have 
undergone similar tragedies. The walkout was entirely student led and organized. Students 
worked with the school administration which supported the showing of student activism. 
Pictured are Julia Martin, holding a sign, and event organizer Danielle Cooke. See more 
photos of the event by Bay High student photographer Connor Starowesky on page  4.

17 minutes of silence

Bay Chapter 
LWV awards 
scholarships

Thank you to our 
supportive readers who 

have donated to help 
keep the Observer’s 

presses rolling!

by LAURIE HENRICHSEN

The coronavirus pandemic has impact-
ed every organization in our com-
munity and Hospice of the Western 

Reserve is no exception. To protect every-
one’s safety, the nonprofit agency made the 
difficult decision this year to replace Walk to 
Remember, its largest community fundrais-
ing event, with a virtual walk.

Now through June 14, families can go 
online and register to walk in their neigh-
borhood or anywhere they choose to raise 
funds supporting HWR’s work, including 
special programs for hospice home care 
patients in the West Shore communities and 
at Ames Family Hospice House in Westlake. 
To register for Virtual Walk to Remember, 
visit hospicewr.org/wtr. The registration 
donation is $20.

It’s easy to participate. As a virtual 
walker, simply set a goal and then ask family 
and friends to help reach it. Contributions 

in any amount matter – it all adds up. Prizes 
will be awarded each week to the top fund-
raising individual or team. A downloadable 
#WeWalkTogether sign can be posted in 
windows to show support. Virtual walkers 
are also encouraged to tag Hospice of the 
Western Reserve in their photos and posts. 
Photos can also be emailed to communica-
tion@hospicewr.org.

Here are just a few ways virtual walk 
teams can help:
•  $100 funds a music therapy session for a 

patient with dementia
• $250 funds a bedside veterans recogni-

tion ceremony for a hospice patient
• $500 pays for an iPad with programs to help 

pediatric hospice patients communicate
For a $50 donation (beyond the $20 reg-

istration donation), a walker can donate a 
therapeutic Comfort Buddy plush animal to 
reduce a dementia patient’s anxiety.

“Each $20 donation allows us to con-
tinue to provide special  services that rely 

on philanthropic support,” said 
Racheal Seibert, Chief Development 
Officer. “Community grief support 
groups, for instance, will be needed 
more than ever as we begin to heal 
from the grief and trauma caused by 
this crisis. Although we are sad we 
cannot gather with our friends this 
year, our compassionate mission 
continues. Now more than ever, we 
are so grateful for our community’s 
support.” 

Hospice of the Western Reserve to 
hold virtual ‘Walk to Remember’

Thank
 You!
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Evelyn Allen
Jeffrey D. Bing
Nancy Brown

The Bing Family
Bocce Partner JD

Maryanne Cullom
Cuyahoga West Chapter, OGS

Jack Dianiska
Deborah Delzeith

Todd & Donna Dresing
Michael Ferry

Lee Gase
Linda Heiden &

John Heidenreich
Dawn Hilt

Patrick Keating
Joan Kemper

Beth & Steve Kish
William Krause
Marilyn Lahnen
John R. Larson

Marty Mace
The Mack Family (Jon, 

   Lisa and Holly)
Mark Miller
Jim Potter

Tim Rasgaitis
Carole Roske

Louis Ruscitto
James Stevenson

Village Bicycle Cooperative
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Ellie LaMotte John Kilbane

West Shore families 
participating in the Virtual Walk 
to Remember can download 
and display a window sign to 
share their support.
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by JEFF BING

It’s been a weird year so far. 
Now, that shouldn’t come 
as a profound revelation 

to anyone out there who’s 
still remotely lucid (unless 
you’ve been getting carried 
away with the hand sanitizer 
or you made your facemask 
out of paper-mâché), but I 
learned a long time ago to 
never assume anything.

With that thought in 
mind, I, like most of you 
out there, revised my per-
spective on 2020 a couple 
of months back when that 
intrusive, absolutely unin-
vited party crasher (aka 
coronavirus – aka COVID-
19 – aka the opposite of a 
Happy Meal) dropped in 
for a visit. And, just like the 
unemployed 40-year-old 
who still resides in Mom and 
Pop’s basement, we have no 
idea how much longer it will 
be before he packs up and 
leaves – provided he ever 
chooses to do so.

Like I was saying, I 
severely ratcheted back my 
plans for 2020. No African 
safaris. No guest appearanc-
es on “Jeopardy.” No Nobel 
Peace Prize(s). No mastering 
the hula-hoop. Which stinks, 
because I had my sights set 
on all of them, but especially 

the hula-hoop.
And even the stuff that 

we used to take for granted, 
like visiting our kids and 
grandkids? Nope. We could 
be carriers and infect them. 
They could be carriers and 
infect us (which, from my 
perspective, would be much 
worse). Vacations? Cancelled. 
Amusement parks? Forget it. 
My wife and I have played 
Scrabble so many times now 
the only word I want to spell 
is “I Quit.” (Okay, okay, it’s 
two words but I was making a 
point. Humor me.) The high-
light of my day now is walking 
outside to get the paper and 
geez, that’s only 4 days a week 
now. The humanity.

But I had one thing to 
get me through this. The one 
thing that’s been part of my 
life as long as I can remem-
ber. It’s been there for me no 
matter how high the peaks 
or how low the valleys of my 
life. What might that be, you 
ask?

Baseball. Baseball has 
been my favorite sport, as I 
said earlier, since the begin-
ning of time (well, the begin-
ning of my time, anyway), 
and has been like an old 
friend – there for me in good 
times and also bad. Correct 
me if I’m wrong, but this year 
just might qualify as “bad,” 

if you know what I’m sayin’.
I didn’t think there 

would be baseball this year. 
Heck, the way things were 
even a few weeks ago, I was 
pretty certain there might be 
no sports at all in 2020.

But lately, there’s been 
talk of baseball starting back 
up … and soon.

But wait! Hold on a 
second there, Spongebob. 
Now I hear that the MLB 
owners and the Players 
Association are talking strike 
over revenue distribution. 
The reigning AL Cy Young 
award winner, Nate Snell, 
was quoted by the Associ-
ated Press as saying, “I’m not 
splitting no revenue. I want 
all mine.” This, despite the 
fact the baseball season will 
begin with at least some of 
the games played in empty 
stadiums, and the owners 
rely on gate receipts for a 
large percentage of their 
revenues.

I can guarantee this to 
Mr. Snell: If baseball decides 
to strike this year – of all 
years – the public relations 
damage may be irreparable. 
Even when things get back 
to “normal” (whatever that 
may be), folks may decide 
that if they could live with-
out baseball for a good part 
of 2020, they can do without 
it – period. When the owners 
and players finally patch 
things up they may find that 
the stadiums – now ready 
for eager fans – will remain 
much like Nate Snell’s head.

Empty. 

Advertise that you’re                                  
OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

YOUR AD 
HERE 
$30

YOUR AD 
HERE 
$50

What in the Snell is 
Matt talking about?

SPORTING VIEWS

Once again Westlake Porter Public Library is offering free, monthly 
delivery to Westlake residents who are unable to safely visit the 

library due to a permanent or temporary condition. All deliveries will 
be contactless to ensure the safety of both patrons and library staff. For 
more information or to register for the Homebound Delivery Service 
please contact the Outreach Department at 440-250-5448. 

Porter Library’s homebound 
service is operating

by ROBERT ERZEN

While I sit and contem-
plate the change of sea-
sons, I note the swing 

between cold wet rain or sleet and 
mornings of song birds, blue skies 
and warmer days. This is a new 
season I’ve dubbed “Springtease.”

I am confident we will get to 
summer days, as they arrive every 
year. BUT, less than welcome is 
the (re)appearance of a singular 
robin. I don’t know the life span of 
a robin so I don’t know if it is last 
year’s miscreant or an offspring 
with his father’s DNA.

Last year’s edition spent 
months defending his imagined 
territory. The quixotic warrior 
attacked his reflection and shat 
upon just about every window 
and door in our house, never 
succeeding in ridding the area 
of himself. I thought he would 
figure out somewhere during his 

hundreds of attacks that his tactic 
failed. (I think this is the origin of 
the term “bird brained.”)

So now he’s baaack! What to 
do? A survey of defensive mea-
sures I found online proved to 
be impractical or ineffective. So I 
explored other remedies. I asked 
our neighborhood red-tailed 
hawk to intervene but found he 
was the exception, a vegetarian. 
Next, I sought out the coyote that 
roams our yard and was told he 
mainly works nights and besides, 
he does not like getting feathers 
stuck between his teeth. In des-
peration I sought out the spar-
row who killed cock robin with 
his bow and arrow and learned he 
was retired. The arthritic archer 
could no longer pull his bow-
string.

So here I sit contemplating 
murder and mayhem restrained 
only by a law forbidding the dis-
charge of firearms in Westlake, 
and fear of reprisals from the 
Audubon Society if I try other 
means too gruesome to describe. 
In the meantime, I sit and help-
lessly watch this red-breasted 
menace despoil our domicile. 
Yikes! 

Ode to 
‘Springtease’

HUMOR

As businesses re-open, 
here’s a great chance to 
get the word out to your 
customers!

The Observer is offering 2 
ad sizes to help:

$30 per issue 
2 1/4” Wide x 1 3/4” High 

$50 per issue 
2 1/4” Wide x 3 1/2” High 

No minimum contract.
Email your artwork or we’ll 
help you create it!

Call:
Denny at 440-409-0114 
or email: 
adsales@wbvobserver.com
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by DIANE REHOR

Part of a series of articles highlighting 
local employees going above and beyond 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

... and Dan Kozar wears three! A real-
tor’s sports jacket, a local grocer’s shirt, 
and an online shopper’s T-shirt!

Young people have been affected by 
the coronavirus, too. Many of them have 
had their career aspirations put on hold. 
Dan Kozar is no exception.

Over the years, Dan has supplement-
ed his career dreams while working at a 
local grocery store. I’m sure I’m just one of 
many who have experienced his amazing 

“of service” attitude and infectious smile 
every time we shop.

But what we may not see is his perse-
verance and drive to achieve his dreams.

Over the years, other customers have 
also seen that “something special” in Dan. 
They saw his passion for sales and his pas-
sion to serve.  

“Over 30 individuals advised me 
to sell, and not only to sell, but to sell 
homes.” he said. That felt right to Dan, so 
he heeded their advice.  He put in 55- to 
60-hour work weeks while also success-
fully completing all the requirements for 
a real estate license. He enthusiastically 
signed on with a real estate company in 
Bay Village. Then the coronavirus hit.

What’s  so 
impressive about 
Dan is that adver-
sity doesn’t stop 
this driven young 
man. Instead, he 
says, “No one’s 
going to make it for 
you; you have to do 
it yourself.”

He continues to persevere, working 
three jobs with that smile on his face and 
his dedication to serve. When I asked 
him how he’s overcoming adversity, he 
replied, “It’s not an easy thing to accept 
defeat when you didn’t do anything 
wrong.  I tell myself, ‘Keep pushing; next 
week’s going to be better.’” He’s holding 
steadfast to his career goals.

While experience drives his passion 

for sales, he nevertheless says that “it’s 
not about the money; what makes me 
happy is seeing people happy with their 
purchases.” When selling homes, Dan 
believes his mission is clear. “I like being 
that person’s fiduciary agent. I always 
have the customer’s best interest in 
mind.”

Let’s not forget the countless hard-
working, dedicated young people like 

Dan navigating their careers through 
this historic time. They have the pas-
sion to serve and bring joy to others. 
They too need help and hope. And may 
their inspiring stories bring hope to us 
as well. And as one of my friends says, 
“Dan Kozar may wear many uniforms, 
but his optimistic outlook and fearless 
determination may just earn him a cape 
as well.” 

Dare to be the LIGHT!
Livestream service, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

A positi ve path for spiritual living

             Inclusive Spiritual Community. Affi  rmati ve Prayer. 
                        Livestream Meditati on and Classes. 
                 23855 Detroit Ave., Westlake, OH, 440-835-0400
                               www.unityspiritualcenter.com

Heroes wear many uniforms ...

Daniel Kozar
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s late May and June 2020 calen-
dar of events. All programs are subject 
to change. Please check westlakelibrary.
org or follow the library on Facebook and 
Twitter (@WestlakePorter) for the latest 
updates.

Tuesday, May 19 (7-8 p.m.) Dogs of 
WPPL MeetUp – We can’t wait to “meet” 
all the dogs of WPPL and see their special 
tricks and hear their stories! Participants 
must provide an email address to receive 
Zoom instructions, which will be sent the 
day of the program. Please register.

Wednesday, May 20 (noon-12:45 
p.m.) Improve Your Mental Health 
Naturally – May is Mental Health Month. 
Join Dr. Casen DeMaria from the Drug-
less Doctors for this short and dynamic 
interactive Zoom session on tips to natu-
rally improve your mental clarity. Please 
register and provide an email address. 
You will receive a confirmation email 
containing a Zoom link and instructions. 

Wednesday, May 20 (1-3 p.m.) 
Coping with Job/Career Loss or 
Change – Is this you: “I don’t know 
what to do next? I did not see it coming!” 
Let’s name “it” – downsizing, layoff, dis-
missed, fired or retired. And now the 
pandemic has made it worse! Feelings 
like denial anger, sadness and grief may 

occur. Accept your feelings and let’s 
move forward! This presentation will be 
conducted on the Zoom platform. Reg-
istration is required so that a Zoom link 
and instructions can be emailed to you.

Wednesday, May 20 (7-8:15 p.m.) 
Kent State: The Lessons and the 
Legacy – Dr. Roseann “Chic” Canfora, 
eyewitness and survivor of the Kent State 
shooting in 1970, shares her personal 
experience on one of the darkest days in 
American history. This presentation will 
be conducted on the Zoom platform. Reg-
istration is required so that a Zoom link 
and instructions can be emailed to you.

Thursdays, May 21 and 28, and Tues-
day, May 26 (11-11:30 a.m.) Storytime 
– Join us on our Facebook page for stories 
for babies, toddlers and preschoolers.

Sunday, May 24, and Monday, May 
25 – Library Closed in observance of 
Memorial Day

Wednesday, May 27 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Let’s Sing & Dance – Join Miss Nancy 
on Zoom! Registration required. Partici-
pants must provide an email address to 
receive Zoom instructions, which will be 
sent the day of the program.

Friday, May 29 (4-4:30 p.m.) Got Sci-
ence? – In our first virtual meeting we 
will look at and discuss optical illusions. 
Afterward, you will make an optical illu-
sion of your own. You’ll need an 8-1/2” x 
11” piece of construction paper, 8-1/2” 

x 11” piece of white paper, scissors and 
markers. Grades 1 and 2. Registration 
required. Participants must provide an 
email address to receive Zoom instruc-
tions, which will be sent the day of the 
program.

Saturday, May 30 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Pokemon Fun – Join Miss Rachel for our 
first virtual Pokemon Zoom meeting! We 
will play a “guess that Pokemon” game 
and have time for show and tell. Feel free 
to bring a favorite Pokemon card or toy 
for show and tell! Registration begins May 
23. Participants must provide an email 
address to receive Zoom instructions, 
which will be sent the day of the program.

Saturday, May 30 (2-2:30 p.m.) Brick 
Builders – Join Miss Cathy on Zoom for 
our first virtual Brick Builders program! 
Please register. Participants must pro-
vide an email address to receive Zoom 
instructions, which will be sent the day 
of the program.

Thursday, June 1 (1-7 p.m.) – Ameri-
can Red Cross Bloodmobile

Thursday, June 4 (7-8 p.m.) Walking 
the Path of Dementia: Online Health 
Talk – Join us online for an interactive 
presentation offering a look into the 
emotional and physical disabilities of 
dementia with tips on how to provide 
support and care to people with the 
disease. This program is presented by 
Arden Courts of Westlake. Please regis-
ter. Participants must provide an email 
address to receive a confirmation email 
containing Zoom instructions.

Tuesday, June 9 (7-8:30 p.m.) Tues-
day Evening Book Discussion (Online) 

– Join us for an online discussion of the 
book “Writers and Lovers” by Lily King. 
If you can’t get a hard copy of the book 
it is available from Hoopla through the 
library’s website. To participate, please 
register with an email address to get 
an invitation to the online book dis-
cussion on Zoom. You can join using a 
desktop, laptop, mobile phone, tablet 
or Chromebook. While it is not neces-
sary to sign up for a free Zoom account, 
for best results we recommend down-
loading the Zoom Meeting Room Client 
(for desktops and laptops) or the Zoom 
Cloud Meetings App (from your phone or 
tablet app store) before our discussion. 
Downloading should take a few minutes. 
Participants without a computer, tablet 
or smartphone can join the discussion 
using a traditional phone.

Wednesday, June 10 (7-8 p.m.) Vir-
tual Trivia Night @ Porter – Join us 
for Virtual Trivia Night presented live 
via Zoom! For teens and adults. Play as 
a single player or as a family. To par-
ticipate, please register with an email 
address to get an invitation to the event 
on Zoom. You can join using a desktop, 
laptop, mobile phone, tablet or Chrome-
book. While it is not necessary to sign up 
for a free Zoom account, for best results 
we recommend downloading the Zoom 
Meeting Room Client (for desktops and 
laptops) or the Zoom Cloud Meetings 
App (from your phone or tablet app 
store) before our discussion. Download-
ing should take a few minutes.

To register for any of the programs, 
please visit events.westlakelibrary.org. 

Westlake Porter Public Library 
Upcoming virtual events

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

Video game enthusiasts are invited 
to compete in the Westlake Recre-
ation Department’s Virtual Sports 

League. Registration is open through 
May 28 and the tournament starts June 1.

Competitors will be able to show 
off their virtual basketball skills in NBA 
2K20 and on a simulated gridiron in 

Madden NFL 20 with separate divisions 
for Xbox and PlayStation gamers. Reg-
istration is open to players ages 12 and 
up. The league format will depend on the 
number of registered participants.

Prizes will be awarded for 1st and 
2nd place in the form of a gift card for 
the player’s respective gaming system.

Cost: Members $5/Non-Members 
$10. To sign up, visit webtrac.cityofwest-
lake.org. For answers to any questions 
about the league and how to register, 
email riwais@cityofwestlake.org. 

Westlake Rec hosts virtual sports league

Thanks to all of 
our advertisers.

 You keep us 
humming along!

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899
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PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
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MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

How BAYarts supports 
artists in the time of COVID
by NANCY HEATON

BAYarts’ mission to support art-
ists comes in many forms. The 
Annual Art & Music Festival was 

conceived as an alternative event to 
other festivals that often charged large 
entry fees.

“The intent of this event has always 
been to make it affordable for artists who 
make their livings in this short window 
of summer festivals,” said BAYarts Artis-
tic Director Karen Petkovic, “and also to 
keep it local and handmade.” Unfortu-
nately, in the current crisis, this event 
was cancelled for the year.

BAYarts’ Sullivan Family and Bold-
man galleries have always showcased 
local artists, both emerging and pro-
fessional. Although BAYarts will con-
tinue to feature artists on their walls and 
through virtual exhibitions; the tradi-
tional gallery openings, where hundreds 

attend and socialize, are on hold.
BAYarts’ successful consignment 

shop features artists year-round, with 
a special holiday shop each year. The 
shop will reopen in June with a new 
look that implements state mandates 
for safety. The shop will have a new 
entrance and be expanded for social-
distance shopping and other features 
such as no-touch payment options.

“Artists who depend on festivals and 
flea markets still have the option of selling 
their goods to their target audience: lovers 
of original and handmade local goods, 
year-round at BAYarts,” says Petkovic.

If you can’t wait until the reopen-
ing, BAYarts shop is now online at www.
bayarts.net, with products available for 
pickup.

BAYarts’ shop has been around for 
decades in various forms, going online is 
just a new chapter and we will continue 
to do all we can to “keep it local.” 

BAYarts continues to find new ways to support local artists.

Cub Scout Pack 39 info night June 2

Cub Scout Pack 39 will have an 
information night on Tuesday, 
June 2, from 6-8 p.m. The event 

will be at Walker Road Park pavilion, 
31558 Walker Road, between Avon Lake 

and Bay Village. Stop by to learn more 
about Cub Scouting for boys and girls, 
grades K-5! Please contact Kristine Styls-
ki at stylskipack39@gmail.com with any 
questions. 

Spreading a second round of 
sunshine to Westlake seniors
by ROBERT ROZBORIL

The incredibly positive response 
from recipients of the “100 Bags 
of Sunshine” initiative in March 

inspired the Westlake Department for 
Senior and Community Services to 
launch a second round with the help of 
donations from many new sponsors.

As with the first event, staff worked 
to identify 100 Westlake seniors that 
could benefit from a spirit lift during this 
challenging time.

Each bag included homemade cook-
ies, greeting cards, heart-shaped stress 
balls, multiple puzzle books, adult col-
oring books, colored pencils, granola 
snacks, miscellaneous chocolates, pens, 
pill containers, tea bags and (of course) 
toilet paper. This time, the note that came 
with the toilet paper rolls read “You’ve 
been Tea-p’d!”

One volunteer took on the task of 
assembling the bags, which were then 
delivered by staffers who soon found 
themselves on the receiving end of many 
glowing compliments from recipients.

Bev told one staffer: “A lot of people 
say they care. You show it in so many 
ways that I really know you mean it.”

Barbara initially wanted to have her 
care package sent to someone else in 
need. But then she saw the treats inside 
and said, “Wait a minute, I will take that!”

Some recipients were so inspired by 
the kind gesture that they decided to pay 
it forward.

Wayne and Evelyn decided to make 
a large donation to the Westlake Food 
Pantry upon receiving their pleasant sur-
prise delivery.

The Sebestas were thrilled that the 
staffers are thinking of them and said 
they particularly appreciated the check-
in phone call they received last week. 

WESTLAKE SENIOR & COMMUNITY SERVICES

Jodi Rodriguez holds two of the care 
packages she and other staffers at 
the Westlake Community Services 
Department delivered to 100 local 
seniors.

Westlake Porter Public Library’s annual Summer 
Reading Challenge will be conducted solely 
online this year to minimize transmission of the 

COVID-19 virus. All the other details will be the same: Read 
books and attend library programs via Zoom, YouTube and 
other virtual means and become eligible for weekly prizes 
and a grand prize drawing at the end of the summer. The 
program will run from June 1 to Aug. 1 and is for all ages, 
from birth to adult.

Participants should register online via Beanstack at 
westlakelibrary.beanstack.org. Anyone who has previously 

used Beanstack to participate in library challenges like 
Winter Reading, 1000 Books Before Kindergarten or last 
year’s Summer Reading Challenge should still be able to 
use their account. Anyone who hasn’t used it before just 
needs to register.

Babies through teens can earn up to 1,500 points 
by reading or completing activities. Earning 700 points 
gets young readers eligibility for a halfway prize. All who 
earn 1,500 points will receive the final prize and an entry 
in the grand prize raffle drawings. Youngsters can earn 
extra entries for the grand prizes by earning more points.

All points must be earned by Aug. 1 to be eligible for 
any prizes, which will be available beginning June 14. 
Prizes are courtesy of the Friends of Porter Public Library 
and other sponsors as available.

Participants who desire a print reading and activity 
log can download and print one from the library website 
at westlakelibrary.org/summer or request print copies be 
placed in the bag with their curbside pickup materials. 
Information about the library’s virtual programs can be 
found at westlakelibrary.org, on the library’s social media 
and by subscribing to the e-newsletter. 

Porter Library’s Summer Reading 
Challenge will be online this year


